
12.     ST. MARYS RIVER

(1) Chart Da tum, St. Mary’s River.–Depths and ver ti cal
clear ances given in this chap ter are re ferred to the slop ing sur face 
of the river above the locks when Lake Su pe rior is at Low Wa ter
Da tum, el e va tion 601.1 feet (183.2 me ters), and the gage above
the U.S. locks reads 600.6 feet (183.1 me ters), and be low the
locks when the gage be low the U.S. locks reads 578.4 feet (176.3
me ters) and Lake Hu ron is at Low Wa ter Da tum, 577.5 feet
(176.0 me ters). These el e va tions are above mean wa ter level at
Rimouski, Que bec, on In ter na tional Great Lakes Da tum 1985
(IGLD 1985). (See Chart Da tum, Great Lakes Sys tem, in dexed
as such, chap ter 1.)

(2) Charts 14882, 14883, 14884.–St. Marys River forms
the out let of Lake Su pe rior, con nect ing it with Lake Hu ron. From 
Whitefish Bay at the SE cor ner of Lake Su pe rior, the river flows
in a gen eral SE di rec tion to empty into Lake Hu ron at Point De
Tour, a dis tance of 63 to 75 miles de pend ing on the route  traveled. 
The river is bounded on the W side for its en tire length by the E
end of the up per pen in sula of Mich i gan and on the E side by the
On tario main land in the up per part and Drummond  Island, MI
and St. Jo seph Is land, Ont. in the lower part.
(3) Ca na dian Wa ters.–The In ter na tional Bound ary en ters

the St. Marys River near the S tip of St. Jo seph Is land. As one
pro ceeds up stream in the river the Bound ary en ters Course 9 of
the dredged chan nel E of Neebish Is land, MI. The Bound ary is
ap prox i mately on cen ter line of the chan nel through Course 8 and
7 to the vi cin ity of the lower end of Sugar Is land, MI. There, the
Bound ary de parts from the ships chan nel, and skirt ing the E
shore of Sugar Is land en ters Lake George. The Bound ary skirts
the N shore of Sugar Is land and re-enters the ships chan nel in
Course 1. The Bound ary lies in St. Marys Falls with the Amer i -
can Locks to the S and the Ca na dian Locks to the N. Thence the
Bound ary lays roughly cen ter line be tween the land masses of
Mich i gan and On tario un til it reaches Whitefish Bay of Lake
 Superior.
(4) For a de tailed de scrip tion of shore line, wa ter ways, and

ports in Ca na dian wa ters re lat ing to the St. Marys River see Ca -
na dian Sailing Di rec tions-Great Lakes, Vol ume II.
(5) De Tour Pas sage, at the mouth of the river, ex tends N

from Lake Hu ron. The W side of the pas sage ex tends from  Point
De Tour to Gaffney Point, 4 miles N, and the E side ex tends
from Barbed Point to Black Rock Point , 3 miles N.
(6) Af ter pass ing through De Tour Pas sage, the river turns

NW and wid ens. Be tween Black Rock Point and the S end of St.
Jo seph Is land, the river ex tends across the mouth of
Potagannissing Bay. From  Old Fort St. Joe Point at the S end,
the river ex tends along the W side of St. Jo seph Is land for about
19 miles to Stribling Point at the N end. About 3 miles NW of
Old Fort St. Joe Point, the river nar rows be tween Hay Point and
Point aux Frenes. Munuscong Lake is the wid en ing in the river
be tween Point aux Frenes and the foot of Neebish Is land, about 8
miles N.
(7) Neebish Is land, about 8 miles long and 4 miles wide, is in 

midriver op po site the N end of St. Jo seph Is land. Nar row chan -
nels lead around ei ther side of the is land. Sugar Is land, just N of
Neebish Is land, is about 15 miles long N and S and has a max i -
mum width of about 8 miles at the N end. Lake George sep a rates 
the E side of the is land from the On tario main land, and Lake
Nicolet, through which flows the main chan nel of the river, is W

of the is land. A nar row chan nel leads from the N end of Lake
George around the N end of Sugar Is land and joins with the chan -
nel that leads N from Lake Nicolet.
(8) From the junc tion, the river ex tends 2 miles W be tween

the cit ies of Sault Ste. Ma rie in Mich i gan and On tario to St.
Marys Falls and the ca nals and locks which over come them.
Above the locks, the river ex tends 5 miles SW to the nar rows be -
tween Pointe aux Pins and Brush Point, thence W for 3 miles
be fore turn ing NW around Pointe aux Chenes and ex tend ing
about 5 miles to the head of the river in Whitefish Bay.
(9) Chan nels.–A se ries of dredged deep-draft chan nels lead

through the St. Marys River to con nect the deep wa ter of Lake
Hu ron with that of Lake Su pe rior. A de tailed de scrip tion of the
var i ous chan nel reaches is given later in the chap ter. These chan -
nels are well marked by lighted and unlighted buoys and lighted
ranges.
(10) Through out much of the river, dump ing grounds for

dredg ing spoils are close out side the dredged chan nels and may
be very shoal or in the form of small is lands. These ar eas must be
avoided.
(11) All salt wa ter ves sels transiting the lock sys tems along the 

St. Marys River which are not equipped with ei ther bow or stern
thrust ers, are re quired to be as sisted by one or more tugs to en sure 
that full con trol of the ves sel is main tained at all times. Tugs are
also re quired for all power ves sels which ex pe ri ence con trol
prob lems at low speeds, or in close quar ters.

(12) Lim it ing Di men sions (in feet) of Through Chan nel: 
(13) In Mac Ar thur Lock–length, 800; width, 80; depth, *31.
(14) In Poe Lock–length, 1,200; width, 110; depth *32.
(15) In Da vis and Sabin Locks–length, 1,350; width, 80;

depth, 23.
(16) In Ca na dian Lock –length, 225; width, 49; depth, 9½.
(17) In im proved river chan nels: 
(18) Upbound (west erly side)–width, 300; depth, 27.
(19) Upbound (east erly side)–width, 200; depth, 21.
(20) Downbound–width, 300; depth, 27.
(21) *Gov erning depth in South Ca nal ap proaches to lock is

27½ feet.

(22) Note.–The depths given in this chap ter for the im -
proved dredged chan nels in the St. Marys River are the Fed -
eral pro ject depths. The Corps of En gi neers makes pe ri odic
bar sweeps through all the im proved dredged reaches of the
St. Marys River, and these chan nels are well main tained at
the pro ject depths. Any depths found to be less than the pro -
ject depths are pub lished in the Lo cal No tice to Mar i ners. 
(23) Fluc tu a tions of wa ter level.–Each year the St. Marys

River rises and falls about 1 foot as mea sured by the monthly
mean lev els. Since 1900, the dif fer ence be tween the high est and
the low est monthly mean lev els above the locks has been about 4
feet and be low the locks about 6 feet. From day to day, the level
fluc tu ates some what due to changes of wind and bar o met ric pres -
sure; such fluc tu a tions fre quently amount to sev eral inches and
some times to 1 foot or more. In ad di tion to these changes in level, 
bar o met ric pres sure changes oc ca sion ally cause a con sid er able
os cil la tion to take place within a short pe riod; such changes
amount ing to over 5 feet have been known to oc cur within 3
hours. As much of the pres ent sail ing route in the St. Marys River
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has been made nav i ga ble by dredg ing, the changes in level have a 
di rect ef fect on the avail able depth.

(24) Cur rents.–As the speed lim its es tab lished for the St.
Marys River in 33 CFR 161.880 and 161.886 , chap ter 2, re fer to
the speeds over the bot tom, and as the cur rents in the river are
vari able, mas ters are cau tioned to reg u late the speed of their ves -
sels by run ning on time from point to point in stead of re ly ing on
the num ber of rev o lu tions per min ute of the pro pel ler.

(25) The swift est cur rents in the nav i ga ble chan nels of the St.
Marys River are found at Lit tle Rapids cut (course 2), West
Neebish Chan nel Light 29, Six Mile Point, and West Neebish
Chan nel rock cut (course 6). The strength of the cur rent de pends
largely upon the dis charge of the river and the el e va tion of the
wa ter sur face at the mouth of the river. The dis charge of the river
is now un der con trol and is var ied ac cord ing to wa ter-level re -
quire ments. When the wa ter sur face at the up per end of Lake
 Huron is high, be cause of E or S winds or be cause of bar o met ric
vari a tions, the cur rent ve loc ity is tem po rarily checked. When the
stage on Lake Su pe rior is such that a large flow is be ing per mit -
ted, the cur rent is strong and is fur ther in creased if the level of
Lake Hu ron is low.

(26) The at ten tion of mas ters is also di rected to the fact that at
times the cur rent over the rap ids at Sault Ste. Ma rie is slight,
while a very strong set is of ten ex pe ri enced when pass ing the in -
lets of both the Mich i gan and On tario power ca nals, ad ja cent S
and N of the locks at Sault Ste. Ma rie, re spec tively. This is es pe -
cially true of the On tario ca nal where ves sel mas ters have en -
coun tered dif fi culty through at tach ing too much im por tance to
the rapid’s cur rent and not enough to that of the power ca nal.

(27) It is well to note that E and S winds make high wa ter be -
low the locks and low wa ter above the locks and that W and N
winds have the op po site ef fect.

(28) Cur rents for the fol low ing lo ca tions in the St. Marys River 
are given at high wa ter flow of 110,000 cu bic feet per sec ond
(cfs), me dium wa ter flow of 76,000 cfs, and low wa ter flow of
57,000 cfs, re spec tively.

(29) Lit tle Rapids cut (course 2): 2.2 mph (2.0 knots), 1.6 mph
(1.4 knots), and 1.4 mph (1.2 knots)

(30) West Neebish Chan nel Light 29: 1.8 mph (1.6 knots), 1.3
mph (1.1 knots), and 1.0 mph (0.9 knots)

(31) Six Mile Point: 1.6 mph (1.4 knots), 1.1 mph (1.0 knots),
and 1.0 mph (0.8 knots)

(32) West Neebish Chan nel rock cut (course 6): 1.5 mph (1.3
knots), 1.1 mph (0.9 knots), and 0.8 mph (0.7 knots)

(33) Mid dle Neebish Chan nel dike (course 6): 1.4 mph (1.2
knots), 1.0 mph (0.9 knots), and 0.9 mph (0.8 knots).

(34) Ice.–The up per and lower parts of the St. Marys River
reach av er age ice thick nesses of 14 and 17 inches and av er age
max i mum thick nesses of 20 and 26 inches, re spec tively. The
river is not much af fected by wind, and the chan nel track re mains
well de fined with a sta ble ice sheet out side the chan nel. Bro ken
pieces of ice ac cu mu late in the chan nels and may be come con -
cen trated in some bot tle neck ar eas. In some reaches, brash ice
may ac cu mu late up to 4 feet thick around mid-January. (See Win -
ter Nav i ga tion, chap ter 3.)

(35) A Ves sel Traf fic Ser vice (St. Marys River), op er ated by
the U.S. Coast Guard, has been es tab lished for St. Marys River
and lower Whitefish Bay from De Tour Reef Light to Ile Pa risi -
enne Light, ex cept for the wa ters of the St. Marys Falls Ca nal.
The Ser vice is de signed to pre vent col li sions and groundings and

to pro tect the nav i ga ble wa ters con cerned from en vi ron men tal
harm re sult ing from such col li sions or groundings.

(36) The Ves sel Traf fic Ser vice pro vides for a Ves sel Traf fic
Cen ter (VTC), that may reg u late the rout ing and move ment of
ves sels by move ment re ports of ves sels, spe cific re port ing points, 
and VHF-FM ra dio com mu ni ca tions. The Ser vice in cludes one-
and two-way traf fic ar eas, ar eas of al lowed and pro hib ited an -
chor age, and speed lim its.

(37) The Ves sel Traf fic Cen ter, call sign “Soo Traf fic,” is op er -
ated con tin u ously, and main tains ra dio tele phone com mu ni ca -
tions with ves sels on VHF-FM chan nel 16 and chan nel 12.

(38) Par tic i pa tion in the Ser vice is man da tory for cer tain ves -
sels. (See 33 CFR 161.801, chap ter 2, for classes of ves sels af -
fected.)

(39) This Ser vice is in tended in no way to re lieve any per son of 
com ply ing with the nav i ga tion rules for har bors, rivers, and in -
land wa ters gen er ally; the In land Nav i ga tion Rules; Ves sel
Bridge-to-Bridge Ra dio tele phone Reg u la tions; the Fed eral
Boating Safety Act of 1971, or any other law or reg u la tion.

(40) See St. Marys Falls Ca nal, this chap ter, for pro ce dures
and reg u la tions af fect ing ves sel op er a tions ap proach ing and tra -
vers ing St. Marys Falls Ca nal.

(41) The ini tial re port ing point for upbound ves sels is abeam
De Tour Reef Light; for downbound ves sels, abeam Ile Pa risi -
enne Light in Whitefish Bay. Per ma nent re port ing points have
been es tab lished through out the wa ter way. Tem po rary or sea -
sonal re port ing points are es tab lished as con di tions dic tate. (See
33 CFR 161.801 through 161.894, chap ter 2, for rules af fect ing
ves sel op er a tions in the Ves sel Traf fic Ser vice.)

(42) Pi lot age.–The wa ters of St. Marys River, bounded at the
lower end by lat i tude 45°59'N., and at the up per end by lon gi tude
84°33'W., are Great Lakes des ig nated wa ters. Reg is tered ves sels
of the United States and for eign ves sels are re quired to have in
their ser vice a United States or Ca na dian reg is tered pi lot. Reg is -
tered pi lots for the St. Marys River are sup plied by West ern Great 
Lakes Pi lots As so ci a tion. (See ap pen dix for ad dress.) Pi lot ex -
change points are at the lower en trance to the river off De Tour,
Mich., and at the up per en trance to the river about 3.5 miles SE of 
Point Ir o quois. The pi lot boat at De Tour, LIN DA JEAN, has a
green hull and a white cabin. The pi lot boat at the head of the
river, J. P. IX, docks just above the locks at Sault Ste. Ma rie. (See
Pi lot age, chap ter 3, and 46 CFR 401, chap ter 2.)

(43) Chart 14882.–De Tour Pas sage forms the mouth, or S
end, of St. Marys River. The pas sage has deep wa ter for a width
of over 2,500 feet be tween the E end of the up per pen in sula of
Mich i gan on the W and the W end of Drummond Is land on the E.
The shoals that bor der the pas sage are well marked.

(44) De Tour Reef, a rocky ledge cov ered 15 feet, is 0.7 mile
SE of  Point De Tour on the W side of the en trance to De Tour
Pas sage. De Tour Reef Light  (45°56.9'N., 83°54.2'W.), 74 feet
above the wa ter, is shown from a white square tower on a con -
crete crib on De Tour Reef; a fog sig nal, a radiobeacon, and a ra -
dar bea con (Racon) are at the light.

(45) De Tour Shoal , 0.8 mile N of De Tour Reef, is marked on
the E side by a buoy that marks the W edge of the deep wa ter
through the pas sage.

(46) Crab Is land Shoal, with boul ders just be low the sur face,
is on the E side of the pas sage, 1.3 miles E of Point De Tour. A
lighted bell buoy marks the W edge of the shoal. Ad ja cent W of
the buoy, De Tour Pas sage has been dredged to a depth of 30 feet.
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(47) Frying Pan Shoal, boul ders cov ered 18 feet, ex tends
about 0.25 mile from shore on the W side of the pas sage 2.2 miles 
N of De Tour Reef Light. Frying Pan Is land, 0.3 mile N of
Frying Pan Shoal, is marked on the E side by a light. An aban -
doned fuel ing dock on the SE side of the is land has a depth of
about 21 feet along side.
(48) De Tour Vil lage, Mich., is on the W side of De Tour Pas -

sage NW of Frying Pan Is land. A ferry for pas sen gers, au tos, and
lim ited freight op er ates year round from the vil lage across the
pas sage to Drummond Is land. Small craft land ing at De Tour Vil -
lage must take care to avoid sub merged cribs and dock ru ins. A
Mich i gan State Wa ter ways Com mis sion small-craft har bor pro -
tected by a break wa ter is about 400 yards N of the ferry pier.
Tran sient berths, gas o line, die sel fuel, wa ter, elec tric ity, sew age
pump-out fa cil ity, ma rine sup plies, a launch ing ramp, a 25-ton
lift for hull and en gine re pair, and harbormaster ser vices are
avail able. The harbormaster mon i tors VHF-FM chan nels 16 and
9.
(49) A U.S. Cus toms rep re sen ta tive is avail able at De Tour vil -

lage. The break wa ter is marked by a light on its S end.
(50) The W shore of Drummond Is land fronts De Tour Pas sage 

from Barbed Point N for 3 miles to Black Rock Point. Do lo -
mite is shipped from an 800-foot dock of Osborne Ma te rials Co.,
1.3 miles N of Barbed Point. The dock has a deck height of 10
feet and re ported depths of 23 feet along side. A con veyor sys tem
can load ves sels at 4,000 tons per hour. Buoys mark shoals N and
S of the dock.
(51) Gaffney Point (46°00.7'N., 83°54.5'W.) is on the W side

of De Tour Pas sage 1.4 miles N of De Tour Vil lage. Wat son
Reefs is a nar row shoal about 0.2 mile off shore be tween Gaffney
Point and the vil lage. Buoys mark the NE and SE sides of the
shoal, and a light is near the cen ter. Pipe Is land, marked on the
SW side by a light, is 0.6 mile NE of Gaffney Point. A buoy
marks the ex tent of shoals SW of the is land. Pipe Is land Twins is 
a pair of small is lands about 0.5 mile NE of Pipe Is land with
shoals be tween. The E is land is marked at the N end by a light,
and shoals that ex tend N from the light are marked by a lighted
buoy. Pipe Is land Shoal, with a least depth of 11 feet, is 0.5 mile
SE of Pipe Is land. A lighted buoy marks the SE side of the shoal.
(52) Squaw Is land, marked at the S end by a light, is 1.4 miles

N of Pipe Is land. De tached 18- and 22-foot spots are 0.3 and 0.6
mile WNW of Squaw Is land, re spec tively.
(53) A coaling sta tion of the Interlakes Steam ship Com pany is

at a 1,000-foot wharf 0.6 mile NW of Gaffney Point. The re -
ported con trol ling depth is 26 feet along the lower 700 feet of the
wharf face. A shoal with a least depth of 22 feet is about 400 feet
NE of the face.
(54) Sweets Point  is about 2 miles NW of Gaffney Point.

Shoals ex tend about 0.6 mile N from the point and are marked
near the outer end by a light.
(55) Raber Point (46°04.0'N., 84°01.9'W.), 7 miles NW of

Gaffney Point, is the S en trance point to Raber Bay. Lime
 Island is in the mid dle of the river, 1.7 miles NE of Raber Point.
An 800-foot wharf is on the W side of Lime Is land. The wharf,
marked at its S end by two lights, has least depths of about 17 feet
along the up per 300 feet and 25 feet along the lower 500 feet. In
1988, it was re ported that the wharf was no lon ger in op er a tion.
(56) At the N end of De Tour Pas sage, the upbound and

downbound ves sel chan nels are di vided by the Pipe Is land group. 
The upbound chan nel leads N on the E side of Pipe Is land Shoal.
Abreast Pipe Is land Twins Light, the chan nel turns NW, leads S

of Squaw Is land, and re joins the downbound chan nel N of Sweets 
Point. Pipe Is land Course, downbound, leads SE from Sweets
Point be tween Gaffney Point and Pipe Is land to the N end of De
Tour Pas sage. These chan nels have a depth of 29 feet.
(57) Lime Is land Chan nel, upbound and downbound, leads

NW from Sweets Point to the turn be tween Raber Point and Lime 
Is land and has a depth of 29 feet. At the turn, a lighted midchannel
buoy sep a rates the two-way traf fic.
(58) Round Is land Course, upbound and downbound, leads

N from the turn at the up per end of Lime Is land Chan nel for 3.5
miles to the turn be tween Point aux Frenes and Hay Point. The
depth in the chan nel is 28 feet. Round Is land, marked by a light,
is on the W side of the chan nel near its midlength.
(59) Point aux Frenes (46°07.9'N., 84°01.7'W.) is on the W

side of the river at the turn from Round Is land Course into
Munuscong Lake. Lights mark the course changes in the turn.

(60) Charts 14882, 14883.–Munuscong Lake is a wid en ing
in St. Marys River from Point aux Frenes up stream to Neebish Is -
land. Lower Course 8, upbound and downbound, leads from the
turn at Point aux Frenes NW for 4.6 miles through Munuscong
Lake. The depth in the chan nel is 28 feet. The chan nel is marked
at the lower end by a 128° lighted range on Hay Point. 

(61) Chart 14883.–Near the mid dle of Munuscong Lake, at
the up per end of Lower Course 8, the dredged chan nel of the St.
Marys River di vides to lead around ei ther side of Neebish
 Island. The upbound chan nel leads gen er ally N be tween the E
side of Neebish Is land and St. Jo seph Is land, thence WNW be -
tween the N side of Neebish Is land and the S end of Sugar Is -
land, thence N again in Lake Nicolet to the junc tion with the
downbound chan nel. The chan nel is about 17.5 miles long be -
tween the junc tions with the downbound chan nel. The courses
through this stretch are well marked by lighted and unlighted
buoys and ranges.
(62) Course 10, marked by a 321° lighted range on the S end

of Neebish Is land, leads NW for 2.1 miles from the junc tion with
the downbound chan nel at the up per end of Lower Course 8. The
chan nel has a depth of 27 feet for a least width of 500 feet.
(63) Course 9 leads 3.6 miles NNE to John son Point  on the

SE side of Neebish Is land. The E side of the chan nel has a depth
of 21 feet for a width of 200 feet. The W side has a depth of 27
feet for a least width of 300 feet. The W side of the chan nel is
marked by a 017° lighted range at the up per end, and the E side is
marked by an unlighted range.
(64) Wharf. –An L-shaped Pub lic wharf, known lo cally as C

Line Dock, NW of the front range light has a 46-foot (14 m)
south face with a least depth of 2 feet at the shore end; 45-foot   
(14 m) west face with a least depth of 4 feet (1.2 m); 16-foot (4.9
m) north face with a least depth of 5 feet (1.5 m); deck height 5
feet (1.5 m). A launch ramp is near by.
(65) Course 8 leads NW for 1 mile from John son Point to

Mirre Point. The NE side of the chan nel has a depth of 21 feet
for a width of 400 feet, and the SW side has a depth of 28 feet for
a least width of 600 feet. The deep side of the chan nel is marked
by a 134°56' lighted range at the lower end and a 314° lighted
range at the up per end.
(66) Course 7, Munuscong Chan nel, leads N for 3.2 miles

from Mirre Point to Stribling Point (46°18.8'N., 84°06.9'W.),
the NW point of St. Jo seph Is land. The E side of the chan nel has a 
depth of 21 feet for a width of 200 feet, and the W side has a depth 
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of 27 feet for a least width of 300 feet. The E side of the chan nel is 
marked by a 177° range at the lower end and a 357° range at the
up per end. The deep side is marked by a 177° lighted range at the
lower end and a 357° lighted range at the up per end.

(67) At the turn from the up per end of Course 7 into Course 6,
a pas sage leads NE be tween Stribling Point and Har wood Point,
the SE point of Sugar Is land, to con nect with St. Jo seph Chan nel
and the chan nel that leads N to Lake George. St. Jo seph
 Channel sep a rates St. Jo seph Is land from the main land and leads 
E to con nect with North Chan nel. (Sev eral lo cal i ties in St. Jo seph 
Chan nel are de scribed in chap ter 10.)

(68) Lake George sep a rates the E side of Sugar Is land from
the On tario main land. A chan nel, well marked by lighted and
unlighted buoys, leads N from Har wood Point to the lake, and
thence from the N end of the lake around the N side of Sugar
 Island to con nect with St. Marys River at Sault Ste. Ma rie. The
chan nel has a depth of about 10 feet. The buoys mark ing Lake
George chan nel are not charted be cause the po si tions are fre -
quently shifted to mark the best wa ter.

(69) Course 6, Mid dle Neebish Chan nel, leads WNW for 3.2 
miles from Stribling Point be tween the N side of Neebish Is land
and the S side of Sugar Is land to the lower end of Lake Nicolet.
The N side of the chan nel has a depth of 21 feet for a least width
of 200 feet and is marked at the lower end by a 112° range. The S
side of the chan nel has a depth of 28 feet for a least width of 300
feet and is marked at the lower end by a 111°55' lighted range and 
at the up per end by a 292° lighted range. A dike, marked at the
cen ter and ends by lights, bor ders the N side of the chan nel for
1.2 miles near midlength of the course. The range struc tures at
the up per end of the course are in the open wa ter of Lake Nicolet.
They are well pro tected with rip rap and should not be passed
close aboard.

(70) Course 5 leads NW from the lower end of Lake Nicolet
for about 4.5 miles to the junc tion with the downbound chan nel
near midlake. The E side of the chan nel has a depth of 21 feet for
a width of 200 feet and is marked at the lower end by a 150¼°
range. The W side of the chan nel has a depth of 27 feet for a least
width of 300 feet and is marked at the lower end by a 150° lighted 
range.

(71) West Neebish Chan nel, downbound, di verges from the
upbound chan nel near the mid dle of Lake Nicolet and leads gen -
er ally S for about 16.5 miles be tween the W side of Neebish
 Island and the main land to the lower junc tion with the upbound
chan nel S of Neebish Is land in Munuscong Lake. The courses
through this stretch are well marked by lighted and unlighted
buoys, lights, and lighted ranges.

(72) Course 4 is a con tin u a tion of the downbound por tion of
Course 4, upbound and downbound, which leads through the
mid dle of Lake Nicolet. From the junc tion with the upbound
chan nel, Course 4 leads SSE for 2.5 miles to the lower part of the
lake. The chan nel has a depth of 27½ feet and is marked by a 160° 
lighted range.

(73) Course 5 leads S from the lower part of Lake Nicolet for
4.4 miles to the rock cut on the W side of Neebish Is land. The
chan nel has a depth of 27½ feet and is marked by a 181°30'
lighted range.

(74) Course 6 leads SE from the head of the rock cut for 2.7
miles to a point about 0.5 mile N of Saw mill Point. The up per
part of this course, through the cut, is bor dered on ei ther side by a
ver ti cal rock ma sonry wall marked by lights. The chan nel has a

depth of 28½ feet and is marked at the lower end by a lead ing
light.

(75) A well-protected small-craft an chor age with mud bot tom
and 3 to 15 feet of wa ter is re ported on the NE side of Course 6
about 1.2 miles above Rock Cut Lower Leading Light be tween a
spoil is land and a dike.

(76) Course 7 leads S from the turn 0.5 mile N of Saw mill
Point for 2.4 miles to Moon Is land. The chan nel has a depth of
28½ feet and is marked by a lead ing light on the N end of Moon
Is land.

(77) Course 8 leads SE from Moon Is land for 4.6 miles
through the up per part of Munuscong Lake to the junc tion with
the upbound chan nel S of Neebish Is land. The chan nel has a
depth of 27½ feet.

(78) Course 4, upbound and downbound, leads through the
mid dle part of Lake Nicolet from the vi cin ity of Ninemile Point
(46°23.6'N., 84°13.7'W.) NNW for 3.5 miles to Six Mile Point.
The chan nel has a depth of 29 feet for a width of 1,500 feet. The
upbound, E, side of the chan nel is marked by a 339½° lighted
range, and the downbound side is marked by a 160° lighted range
at the S end of Lake Nicolet.

(79) An an chor age, with a depth of 28 feet and marked by
buoys, is ad ja cent to the downbound side of Course 4 op po site
Ninemile Point.

(80) Charts 14883, 14884.–Course 3 and Course 2, Lit tle
Rapids Cut, lead NNW from Six Mile Point for about 4.5 miles
to the turn above Mis sion Point. The chan nel has a depth of 27
feet for a least width of 600 feet. A lead ing light on the W side of
Sugar Is land marks Course 3 downbound, and a 323.3° lighted
range at Frechette Point (46°27.5'N., 84°16.9'W.) marks Course
3 upbound. A 153° lighted range at Six Mile Point marks Course
2 downbound.

(81) Small-craft fa cil i ties are at Six Mile Point and Frechette
Point. A small-craft chan nel marked by buoys leads NW from
Course 2 on the N side of Frechette Point be tween the main land
and Is land No. 3. There is no ac cess from this chan nel at its up -
per end to the main chan nel. A ma rina de vel oped by Mich i gan
State Wa ter ways Com mis sion and pri vate ma ri nas are on the
main land side of this chan nel, op po site the lower end of Is land
No. 2. Tran sient berths, gas o line, die sel fuel, wa ter, elec tric ity,
sew age pump-out, mi nor re pairs, launch ing ramp, and
harbormaster ser vices are avail able. The harbormaster mon i tors
VHF-FM chan nels 16 and 9. An 8-ton ma rine rail way is avail -
able.

(82) Mis sion Point (46°29.2'N., 84°18.2'W.), marked by a
light, is on the W side of the river just be low the turn at the up per
end of Course 2. A ferry op er ates across the river from Mis sion
Point to Is land No. 1 . 

(83) Three ice sta bi li za tion is lands marked by lights are on the
SW side of the river about 0.1, 0.3 and 0.45 mile above Light 99.

(84) In 1981, a sub merged ob struc tion was re ported in about
46°29'10"N., 84°18'08"W., about 100 feet off the ferry dock.

(85) Chart 14884.–At the up per end of Course 2, Course 1,
Bayfield Chan nel, turns WNW in the ap proach to St. Marys
Falls Ca nal. The chan nel has a depth of 28 feet W to the outer end 
of East Cen ter Pier of the ca nal and is marked at the lower end by
a 109° lighted range. Bayfield Dike, marked by a light, par al lels
the N chan nel limit about 1 mile NW of Mis sion Point. W of the
dike, the N chan nel limit is marked by lighted buoys.
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(86) St. Marys Falls, the rap ids of St. Marys River, are about
14 miles be low the head of the river at Point Ir o quois and about 3
miles above Mis sion Point. The rap ids are about 0.8 mile long
and 0.3 mile wide, with a fall of 18 to 24 feet de pend ing on the
vary ing wa ter stages. The U.S. Gov ern ment has con structed ca -
nals and locks to over come these rap ids.
(87) St. Marys Falls Ca nal, 1.9 miles long be tween the up per

and lower en trances, is along the S side of St. Marys River
abreast the falls. The ca nal com prises North Ca nal and South Ca -
nal, sep a rated by a cen ter pier and each hav ing two locks. The ca -
nals are faced with re vet ment walls and piers of tim ber, steel, and
con crete. The outer ends of the N, S, and cen ter piers at the ca nal
en trances are marked by lights. The downbound ap proach to the
ca nal is marked by a 076° lighted range.
(88) South Ca nal, with a least width of 304 feet, has a depth of 

27½ feet in the E en trance and 28 feet in the W en trance.  
Mac Ar thur Lock, near the lower end of the ca nal, is 800 feet
long, 80 feet wide, and has a depth of 31 feet. Poe Lock, im me di -
ately N of Mac Ar thur Lock, is 1,200 feet long, 110 feet wide, and 
has a depth of 32 feet. In 1988, the con trol ling depth in the W ap -
proach to Mac Ar thur Lock was 28 feet.
(89) North Ca nal, with a least width of 282 feet, is lim ited by

the locks to a depth of 23.1 feet. Da vis Lock, N of Poe Lock, is
1,350 feet long, 80 feet wide, and has a depth of 23.1 feet. Sabin
Lock , par al lel ing the N side of Da vis Lock, has the same di men -
sions. Sabin Lock is not used for cargo car rier ves sel tran sits.
Only small ves sels such as tugs may tran sit the lock.
(90) Com mu ni ca tions.–The chief lockmaster op er ates a ves -

sel dis patch sta tion from the ad min is tra tion build ing on the pier
be tween Poe and Mac Ar thur Locks. The sta tion op er ates on
VHF-FM chan nels 14 and 16; call sign, WUE-21. The voice call
for the sta tion is WUE-21 or Soo Locks. Upbound ves sels in tend -
ing to tran sit the locks shall con tact the lockmaster ini tially im -
me di ately be fore the turn at Mis sion Point, at the in ter sec tion of
Course 1, Bayfield Chan nel and Course 2, Lit tle Rapids Cut for
lock as sign ment. Downbound ves sels shall make ini tial con tact
at Ile Pa risi enne, then at Big Point for lock as sign ment. In or der
that the dis patch made will cause the least de lay to the ves sel in -
volved, ves sel mas ters are re quested to re frain from mak ing their
dis patch calls prior to reach ing the above lo ca tions. This sta tion
is con sid ered to have an ef fec tive op er at ing range of about 50
miles. Op er a tion is lim ited to com mu ni ca tion with ves sels on
mat ters re lated to ca nal op er a tion, traf fic move ment through the
locks, and for emer gency pur poses. Mas ters are urged to pro vide
su per vi sion of the ves sel’s ra dio tele phone when ap proach ing and 
transiting the ca nals so as to be promptly ad vised of changes in
lock dis patch, im pend ing bridge clo sures, etc. Ves sels re quir ing
spe cial ser vices while in the locks should con tact the sta tion in
ad vance to ex pe dite nec es sary ar range ments by ca nal au thor i ties.
(91) Lock sig nals.–Upbound sig nals con sist ing of two lights,

one red and one green, fac ing E, are on the SE wall ends of each
lock to in di cate to upbound ves sels when it is safe to pro ceed into
lock cham bers. These sig nals are nor mally set to show red and
are changed to green only when it is safe and per mis si ble for each 
in di vid ual ves sel to en ter the lock. Ves sel mas ters are cau tioned
not to en ter a lock cham ber upbound ex cept on a green light sig -
nal, even though the lock gates may be open.
(92) In or der that mas ters of downbound ves sels ap proach ing

the NW pier may know when ei ther the Da vis or the Sabin Lock
is fill ing, three sig nals have been es tab lished. These con sist of
flash ing yel low lights, one placed on top of a light pole at the end

of the up per nose pier be tween these two locks, the sec ond at a
point about 100 feet up stream of the rail road bridge on the NW
pier, and the third on top of a light pole about mid way be tween
the rail road bridge and the end of the NW pier. The lights flash
dur ing the first 8 min utes of each lock fill ing, which is the pe riod
when flow to ward the lock is in creas ing. In or der that mas ters of
downbound ves sels ap proach ing the SW or W cen ter piers may
know when ei ther the Mac Ar thur or the Poe Lock is fill ing, a sig -
nal con sist ing of a flash ing yel low light is mounted on the top of a 
light pole at the end of the nose pier be tween the Mac Ar thur and
Poe Locks. The light flashes dur ing the pe riod when ei ther lock is 
fill ing.
(93) Upbound ves sels ap proach ing the E cen ter pier are cau -

tioned against land ing too close to its outer end be cause of eddy
cur rents. When the N locks are be ing emp tied, an eddy mov ing
up stream is formed along the SE pier. When the S locks are be ing
emp tied, the cur rent at the end of the cen ter pier flows N. When
the N locks are emp ty ing, this lat ter cur rent is usu ally re versed.
Wind con di tions al ter the sit u a tion.
(94) A cur rent sets across the end of the W cen ter pier dur ing

the fill ing of the locks. The cur rent can set in ei ther di rec tion de -
pend ing on con di tions. Ves sels bound for Da vis Lock should not
at tempt to make the pier near its end.
(95) Downbound ves sels dis patched to Mac Ar thur Lock are

cau tioned to hold on Vidal Shoals Chan nel Range un til N of the
light on SW pierhead. Due to the strong cur rent that sets into the
power com pany ca nal ad ja cent to the end of the SW pier, such
ves sels should pass at least 200 feet N of the end of the pier. A
light is about 1,000 feet E of the outer end of SW pier; ves sels
should land E of the light.
(96) Cau tion.–Downbound ves sels ap proach ing Mac Ar thur

and Poe Locks may en coun ter a north erly cur rent, es pe cially near 
the end of W cen ter pier. Downbound ves sels ap proach ing Poe
Lock should land down stream of the end of W cen ter pier.
(97) Be fore en ter ing a lock, all ves sels shall put heav ing lines,

at tached to for ward and aft ca bles, out onto the ap proach pier,
and ei ther line or ca ble shall be con tin u ously car ried by the ves sel 
deck hands or ca nal lines men un til the ves sel is moored in the
lock cham ber in all cases where the moor ing is made on the side
of the lock ad ja cent to the ap proach pier used. Ves sels in tend ing
to moor on the side of the lock op po site that ad ja cent to the ap -
proach pier shall, in the same man ner, put out heav ing lines and
have the line or ca ble con tin u ously car ried along the ap proach
pier, shall take them in just as the lock is en tered, and put them
out again on the moor ing side of the lock as soon as pos si ble.
(98) Mar i ners are ad vised that of ten times ad verse lo cal con di -

tions, i.e. high winds, cur rent con di tions, and in clem ent weather
ex ist as ves sels ap proach, en ter and/or de part the Soo Locks.
These con di tions com bined with close quar ters slow speed ma -
neu ver ing, par tic u larly with large ves sels not equipped with bow
or stern thrust ers, may cause con trol dif fi cul ties for cer tain
classes of ves sels.
(99) There fore, any ves sel re quest ing lockage which in the

opin ion of the Mas ter in con sul ta tion with the Pi lot on board,
where ap pli ca ble, may ex pe ri ence se vere con trol prob lems due to 
the above con di tions must re quest as sis tance by one or more tugs
to en sure full con trol over the ves sel at all times. Ves sels Mas ters
and Pi lots must con sult with the Lockmaster con cern ing lo cal
con di tions well in ad vance of ar rival at the lock to al low tug as sis -
tance to be ar ranged if nec es sary. These guide lines ap ply to all
ves sels.
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(100) Bow and /or stern thruster use shall be kept to a min i mum
while transiting the Locks. Thrusters shall not be used while the
thrust ers are op po site lock gates. They may be used spar ingly for
short du ra tion within the lock to main tain the ship po si tion near
the moor ing wall or in an emer gency. Thrusters shall be at zero
thrust dur ing the pe riod the ship is stopped and moored to the
wall with all lines out, and dur ing rais ing and low er ing of pool
lev els within the cham ber.
(101) Ves sels leav ing the Mac Ar thur Lock and Poe Lock at ap -

prox i mately the same time, the fol low ing pol icy will ap ply:
(102) 1. The first ves sel to leave will be the ves sel in the lock

which is ready for ves sel re lease first. The ves sel in the other lock 
will be re strained by the gates re main ing closed and the wire rope 
fender re main ing in the down po si tion.
(103) 2. On downbound pas sages, the ves sel re tained shall not

leave the lock un til such time as the bow of the ves sel leav ing first 
reaches the end of E cen ter pier.
(104) 3. On upbound pas sages, the ves sel re tained shall not

leave the lock un til such time as the bow of the ves sel leav ing first 
reaches the rail road bridge.
(105) 4. When a 1,000-foot ves sel is ready to de part the Poe

Lock and a ves sel in the Mac Ar thur Lock leaves first, the
1,000-foot ves sel may start to leave once the bow of the other
ves sel reaches the end of the re spec tive nose pier.
(106) 5. The above pol icy may be var ied on a case by case ba sis

at the di rec tion of the Chief Lockmaster on duty.
(107) 6. Ves sel will re main in ra dio con tact with each other and

the Chief Lockmaster at all times un til clear of the lock area.
(108) Reg u la tions.–The use, ad min is tra tion, and nav i ga tion of

St. Marys Falls Ca nal and locks are un der the di rec tion of the
Dis trict En gi neer, U.S. Army Corps of En gi neers, De troit Dis -
trict. (See 33 CFR 207.440 and 207.441, chap ter 2, for reg u la -
tions.) Copies of the reg u la tions and the ves sel tran sit forms re -
quired in 207.440(k) are avail able at the U.S. Ca nal Of fice in the
op er a tions build ing ad ja cent to Da vis Lock. A no tary pub lic and
a ma rine post of fice,  des ig nated Ca nal Sta tion, are in the op er a -
tions build ing.
(109) Upbound rec re ational small craft de sir ing lockage shall

re port to the small-craft dis patch sta tion near the outer end of E
cen ter pier. Downbound rec re ational craft shall re port to the dis -
patch sta tion on SW pier. Row boats and ca noes are pro hib ited.
All craft must have power and an aux il iary move ment source
such as oars, a life jacket for each per son on board, 75 feet of line
to reach the top of the lock wall, and lock re port forms avail able
at the dis patch sta tion.
(110) When ever, in the opin ion of the De troit Dis trict En gi neer

or his au tho rized rep re sen ta tives at St. Marys Falls Ca nal, the
safety of lock struc tures or ves sels in the ca nal area might be
jeop ar dized by the con tin u ance of ves sel move ments dur ing pe ri -
ods of low vis i bil ity, all ves sel move ments in the ca nal area, and
in ap proach ing and en ter ing the ca nal area, may be stopped.
When ever the stop ping of ves sel move ments be comes ad vis able,
the U.S. Coast Guard will be in formed and will take such usual
ac tion as is nec es sary to ad vise ves sels ap proach ing St. Marys
Falls Ca nal and to di rect their an chor ing. The chief lockmaster in
the con trol tower at St. Marys Falls will per son ally di rect, by ra -
dio tele phone, all move ments of ves sels in the locks area at the
time the stop or der is is sued, and may ap prove con tin ued move -
ment or or der moor ing at spec i fied lo ca tions.
(111) Sault Ste. Ma rie (Can ada) Ca nal is on the N side of St.

Marys River par al lel to St. Marys Falls Ca nal. (See Ca na dian

Sailing Di rec tions,–Great Lakes, Vol ume II, Chap ter 12, St.
Marys River, for ad di tional In for ma tion.)
(112) Bridges.–Two bridges cross the St. Marys Falls and Sault

Ste. Ma rie Ca nals W of the locks, from Sault Ste. Ma rie, Mich. to
Sault St. Ma rie, Ont. The In ter na tional High way Bridge has 3
fixed spans, with clear ances of 124 feet over South Ca nal and
North Ca nal, and 120 feet over the Ca na dian ca nal.
(113) In ter na tional Rail way Bridge par al lels the high way

bridge close up stream. Across South Ca nal, the bridge has a ver -
ti cal lift span with a clear ance of 16 feet down and 123 feet up.
Across North Ca nal, the bridge has a dou ble-leaf bas cule span
with a clear ance of 13 feet. The leaves of the bridge do not open
to a ver ti cal po si tion. When open, the S leaf over hangs the chan -
nel above a height of about 65 feet above nor mal wa ter level, and
the N leaf over hangs the chan nel above a height of about 68 feet
above nor mal wa ter level. The ver ti cal lift and bas cule spans are
each equipped with sig nal lights that show green when the span is 
com pletely open and red at all other times. (See 33 CFR 117.1
through 117.59 and 117.653, chap ter 2, for draw bridge reg u la -
tions.) Across the Ca na dian ca nal, the bridge has a swing span
with a clear ance of 15 feet. The open ing sig nal for the bridge is
three long blasts. The bridge sounds no sig nals, but shows a green 
light when open and a red light when closed.
(114) Sault Ste. Ma rie, Mich., a city on the S side of St. Marys

River ad ja cent to St. Marys Falls Ca nal, is a cus toms port of en -
try. 
(115) Weather, Sault Ste. Ma rie and vi cin ity. –Sault Ste. Ma -

rie, MI, is lo cated in the ex treme north east ern por tion of the up -
per pen in sula be tween Lake Nicolet and Whitefish Bay. Lake
Nicolet, along with Munuscong Lake to the south, con nect Lake
Hu ron with Lake Su pe rior. Whitefish Bay is the ex treme east ern
end of Lake Su pe rior. The lo ca tion av er ages only one day each
year with max i mum tem per a tures in ex cess of 90°F (32.2°C).
July is the warm est month with an av er age high of 76°F (24.4°C)
and an av er age min i mum of 52°F (11.1°C). Jan u ary is the cool est 
month with an av er age high of 22°F (-5.6°C) and an av er age min -
i mum of 5°F (-15°C). The high est tem per a ture on re cord for
Sault Ste Ma rie is 98°F (36.7°C) re corded in Au gust 1947 and
the low est tem per a ture on re cord is -36°F (-37.8°C) re corded in
Jan u ary 1982. About 180 days each year ex pe ri ence tem per a -
tures be low 32°F (0°C) and an av er age 46 days each year re cords
tem per a tures be low 5°F (-15°C). Ev ery month has seen tem per a -
tures at or be low 40°F (4.4°C) and ev ery month ex cept July (ex -
treme min i mum of 36°F (2.2°C), 1992) has re corded tem per a -
tures be low freez ing (0°C).
(116) The av er age an nual pre cip i ta tion for Sault Ste. Ma rie is

33.35 inches (847 mm). An an nual max i mum oc curs dur ing the
sum mer, due mainly to con vec tive ac tiv ity, and a marked dry
 period oc curs dur ing the win ter months. Pre cip i ta tion falls on
about 231 days each year. The wet test month is Sep tem ber with
3.75 inches (95.3 mm) and the dri est, Feb ru ary, av er ages only
1.56 inches (39.6 mm). An av er age of 28 thun der storm days oc -
cur each year with June, July and Au gust be ing the most likely
months. Snow falls on about 125 days each year and av er ages
about 119 inches (3023 mm) each year. De cem ber and Jan u ary
each av er age over 30 inches (762 mm) per year and each month,
No vem ber through March, each av er age great than one foot (305
mm). Nearly 27 inches (686 mm) of snow fell in one 24-hour pe -
riod dur ing De cem ber 1995 and snow fall amounts of greater than 
one foot (305 mm) in 24-hours have fallen in each month De cem -
ber through March. About 26 days each year has a snow fall to tal
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greater than 1.5 inches (38 mm) and snow has fallen in ev ery
month ex cept June, July, and Au gust. Fog is pres ent on av er age
149 days each year and is more prev a lent dur ing the late sum mer
and early au tumn.

(117) The pre vail ing wind di rec tion in Sault Ste. Ma rie is the
north west. Spring is the wind i est pe riod but a max i mum gust of
62 knots oc curred in No vem ber 1975.

(118) (See Page T-14 for Sault Ste. Ma rie cli ma to log i cal table.)
(119) Towage.–Tugs to 2,250 hp are avail able at Sault Ste.

 Marie and op er ate through out the river. Ar range ments are made
through Great Lakes Towing Com pany's dis patch of fice in
Cleve land at 800-321-3663 or via re mote VHF-FM an tenna; at
least 4 hours ad vance no tice is re quested.

(120) Quar an tine, cus toms, im mi gra tion, and ag ri cul tural
quar an tine.–(See chap ter 3, Ves sel Ar rival In spec tions, and ap -
pen dix for ad dresses.)

(121) Quar an tine is en forced in ac cor dance with the reg u la -
tions of the U.S. Pub lic Health Ser vice. (See Pub lic Health Ser -
vice, chap ter 1.)

(122) Coast Guard.–Sault Ste. Ma rie Coast Guard Sta tion,
Group Of fice, and Base are close S of the lower en trance to South 
Ca nal. A Cap tain of the Port of fice is at the base. (See ap pen dix
for ad dress.)

(123) Com mu ni ca tions to the Coast Guard re lat ing to dis tress
and/or com mu ni ca tions other than ves sel traf fic move ment are
made on VHF-FM chan nels 16 and 22; voice call, Coast Guard
Group Sault Ste. Ma rie.

(124) Re pairs.–An 800-ton float ing drydock with a length of
110 feet, width of 40 feet, and 14½ feet over the sills is 2,000 feet
SSW of Bayfield Dike Light. The yard is equipped with a 25-ton
float ing crane and a 40-ton shore crane. Hull and en gine re pairs
are avail able. Above-the-waterline re pairs are avail able at an -
other yard 2,000 feet NW. A 100-ton crane is avail able.

(125) Sault Ste. Ma rie, Ont., is a port city and man u fac tur ing
cen ter on the N side of St. Marys River ad ja cent to Sault Ste.
 Marie (Can ada) Ca nal.

(126) The fol low ing is ex tracted (par tial) from Ca na dian
Sailing Di rec tions-Great Lakes, Vol ume II, Chap ter 12, St.
Marys River. It is to be noted that the units of miles are nau ti cal
miles.

(127) The city of Sault Ste. Ma rie (On tario) had a pop u la tion of 
78,568 in 1988. It has sev eral man u fac tur ing in dus tries. Prin ci -
pal im ports are coal, iron ore, iron ore con cen trates, lime stone
and pe tro leum prod ucts. Ex ports are plate and sheet steel, pig
iron, pri mary iron, steel, pa per and for est prod ucts.

(128) Cus toms.–Sault Ste. Ma rie is a ves sel clear ing sta tion for
com mer cial ves sels and a ves sel re port ing sta tion for plea sure
craft. The main cus toms of fice is at 125 Hu ron Street. A bonded
ware house of Soo Van and Stor age is at 440 Bay Street.

(129) Res cue aux il iary.–Ca na dian Ma rine Res cue Aux il iary
ves sels are based at Sault Ste. Ma rie dur ing the boat ing sea son.

(130) Com mu ni ca tions.–A Ca na dian Coast Guard ma rine ra -
dio sta tion, call sign VBB, is in Sault Ste. Ma rie (de tails are given 
in Ra dio Aids to Ma rine Nav i ga tion, At lan tic and Great Lakes).

(131) Towing fa cil i ties.–Tugs are avail able.
(132) Trans por ta tion.–The city has pas sen ger, freight and ex -

press ser vice and a trans con ti nen tal bus ser vice. Sault Ste. Ma rie 
Air port, about 20 km west of the city, is op er ated by the De part -
ment of Trans port.

(133) Har bour lim its.–The har bour is a Pub lic Har bour ad -
min is tered by the De part ment of Trans port. The har bour lim its

are de fined as all the wa ters of the St. Marys River north of the In -
ter na tional Bound ary, west of a line drawn due south from the
ex trem ity of Par tridge Point  (46°31'N., 84°14'W.), and east of a
line drawn south from Pointe aux Pins light house.

(134) East ern wharves.–The Pub lic wharf is 0.8 mile SE of the
SE en trance pier to the Sault Ste. Ma rie (Can ada) Ca nal. It is a
con crete struc ture ex tend ing 600 feet (183 m) SW from shore with 
an L-end ex tend ing 310 feet (94 m) NW. There are freight sheds
and an oil pipe line on the wharf.

(135) There is a tri an gu lar-shaped ba sin on the west side of the
Pub lic wharf. The ba sin en trance is about 70 feet (21 m) wide
with depths of 13 to 17 feet (4 to 5.2 m). In 1984 there were depths 
of 15 to 20 feet (4.6 to 6.1 m) along the east face of the wharf and
depths of 20 to 24 feet (6.1 to 7.3 m) along the outer face of the
L-end. The in ner face of the L-end had depths of 12 to 14 feet (3.7
to 4.3 m) and the west face 5 to 14 feet (1.5 to 4.3 m). The ba sin
had depths of 12 to 17 feet (3.7 to 5.2 m) ex cept at the north end
which was shal lower.

(136) The Shell Oil Com pany wharf is about 0.1 mile west of the 
Pub lic wharf.

(137) West ern wharves.–The wharves and slip of the Algoma
Steel Cor po ra tion Ltd. are close north of the west en trance to the
Ca na dian ca nal. An ir reg u lar-shaped wharf area with steel
sheet ing faces lies 0.2 mile NW of the outer end of the lock ap -
proach to the SW pier. The SE face of this wharf is 490 feet    
(149 m) long, the SW face is 355 feet (108 m) long, and the NW
face is 200 feet (61 m) long. The wharf has an el e va tion of 6 feet
(1.8 m). Steel is loaded here.

(138) A slip 1,800 feet (549 m) long and 240 to 150 feet (73 to
46 m) wide is en tered 0.15 mile NW of the above-mentioned
wharf area. A con tin u ous con crete wharf face with an el e va tion
of about 6 feet (1.8 m) ex tends from the ir reg u lar-shaped wharf
and con tin ues along the NE side of the slip. Coal and iron ore are
un loaded at these berths. Three mo bile ore bridges op er ate along 
this side of the slip.

(139) On the SW side close in side the en trance to the slip there
is a wharf face 400 feet (122 m) long with a deck el e va tion of 
7 feet (2.1 m). Self-unloading ves sels dis charge lime stone and
gyp sum at this berth.

(140) Over head con veyor.–An over head coal con veyor with a
ver ti cal clear ance of 125 feet (38 m) spans the Algoma Steel Cor -
po ra tion slip a lit tle less than 0.2 mile from the en trance.

(141) Charts 14962, 14884.–From the St. Marys Falls and
Sault Ste. Ma rie Ca nals, the up per part of St. Marys River leads
SW around Pointe aux Pins, thence NW to its head in the deep
wa ter of Whitefish Bay. The dredged chan nels through this part
of the river are well marked by lighted and unlighted buoys and
lighted ranges.

(142) Vidal Shoals are in the up per ap proaches to the United
States and Ca na dian ca nals. Dredged chan nels lead through the
shoals to the re spec tive ca nals.

(143) Vidal Shoals Chan nel, the ap proach to St. Marys Falls
Ca nal, with a depth of 28 feet, leads ENE from Big Point for 2.2
miles to the ca nal en trance. The chan nel is marked by 076°  Vidal
Shoals Chan nel Range.

(144) A pri vately dredged 21-foot chan nel leads S from Vidal
Shoals Chan nel to a slip at the C. Reiss Coal Co. 1.7 miles WSW
of Poe Lock. In 1966, the slip had a con trol ling depth of 21 feet
for a dis tance of 600 feet. In 1978, the dock was in poor re pair.
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(145) Pointe aux Pins Course, with a depth of 28 feet, ex tends
from Big Point SW for 2.5 miles to the turn be tween Brush
Point, MI, and  Pointe aux Pins, Ont., (46°28.5'N., 84°27.9'W.).
The chan nel is marked at the up per end by a 233° lighted range.
(146) Pointe Lou ise Chan nel leads SSW for 0.8 mile from

Pointe aux Pins to  Pointe Lou ise, and thence Pointe Lou ise
Turn leads SW for 0.5 mile to con nect with Brush Point Course.
These chan nels have a depth of 28 feet.
(147) Brush Point Course ex tends from Pointe Lou ise Turn

SW for 3 miles to the turn SSW of Pointe des Chenes, Ont.
(46°28.6'N., 84°31.6'W.). The chan nel has a depth of 28 feet and
is marked at the lower end by a 074° lighted range.
(148) At the turn at the up per end of Brush Point Course the

dredged chan nel flares broadly to W. Birch Point Course leads
NW from the turn for about 4 miles to the deep wa ter in Whitefish 
Bay and in cludes dredged cuts through Point Ir o quois Shoals and 
Gros Cap Reefs, Ont. The chan nel has a depth of 30 feet and is
marked at the lower end by a 138°30' lighted range on Birch
Point (46°26.0'N., 84°31.4'W.). A lighted midchannel buoy is on
the range line in the turn.
(149) Waiska Bay, MI, 3 miles W of Birch Point, has depths of

4 to 12 feet and is used mainly by lo cal fish er men. Sub merged
and par tially sub merged piles ex tend in a line across the mouth of 
the bay, and ex treme cau tion is ad vised when en ter ing the bay.

(150) A small-craft fa cil ity is at the N end of Waiska Bay; fuel
and re pairs are avail able. In 1987, a re ported con trol ling depth of
2 feet was avail able in the ap proaches to the fa cil ity.
(151) Point Ir o quois Shoals, with a depth of 15 feet at the outer 

edge, ex tend from the shore line SE of Point Ir o quois, MI
(46°29.1'N., 84°37.8'W.) NE to the edge of the dredged chan nel
through Birch Point Course. Buoys at the outer edge of the shoal
mark the limit of the dredged chan nel.
(152) A buoy 2.9 miles NW of Point Ir o quois marks the NE side 

of a boul der bank cov ered 24 feet.
(153) Gros Cap, Ont.  (46°32'N., 84°35'W.), the NE en trance

point to the St. Marys River, has ra dio masts with air ob struc tion
lights nearby.
(154) Pub lic wharf.–A 236-foot break wa ter-wharf is close SE

of Gros Cap.
(155) Cus toms.–Gros Cap is a ves sel re port ing sta tion for plea -

sure craft.
(156) Gros Cap Reefs , a rocky bank with a least depth of 17

feet, is on the E side of the en trance to St. Marys River, 2 miles N
of Point Ir o quois and from 1 to 1.8 miles SW of Gros Cap.
(157) Gros Cap Reefs Light, Ont. (46°30'42"N., 84°36'54"W.), 

59 feet above the wa ter, is shown from a white square block on
the S part of the reefs. A Racon is at the light.
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